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was great Policy ofthe King of 
Syria, when he ſent his thirty $ 
nd two Captains to fight a- 
. gainſt Jrael: Fight (ith he) 
neither with ſauall nor great, ſave if 
only wi h. the King of Iſrael, 1 Kings 22. 
31. He did rightly conjecture that the 
King being ſlain, the whole Army! 
would the ſooner be diſcomfited, the | 
like Policy I have obſerved at this time. | 
- _ Great and many are the Sins of this Ge-! 
neration, that (as it was ſaid of Sodom) 
the Cry of them is come up before the 
Lord: But there is one Epidemical Sin, * 
a 
t 


A which if we, whoſe Office it is to fight 
the good fight of Faith may be ſo happy 

23s toſubdue, we ſhall ſee Satan fall down 
2 from Heaven like lightning; many Sin- 
mers brought to Repentance out O his 
mie, Who are (now) taken of him 
—_ J 


* 9 . 
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at his Will; and who do as willingly: 
yield their Necks to his Yoke, as the 
Bull did to Mahomet; who are dulled a- 
ſleep by his Charmes, as Sampſon was 
by the Bewitchings of Deli, It is 
* 11 great Sin of Security, againſt which 
I bave choſen this Text, as an Arrow, 
cout of the Quiver of our Saviour s Goſ- 
»f Þ pel; by which, I may (if the Lord 
y pleaſe to direct my evelling) ſmite this 
a- © Goliah in the Forchead, ind make it fall 
J groveling, like  Dagon before the Ark 
Ve of God. 
2. As Nineveh was called a rejoicing, 
1e City, ſo this may as truly be call d a 
iy || rejoicing Age, every Man ſitting (as he 
Wy ſuppoſes) fafe and fecure under his 
xe. | own Vine; like the old World, marry- 
e- ing and giving in Marriage 5; like the 
| {ſraelites in the Wilderneſs, ſitting 
he down to Eat and Drink, and riſi ing up 
in, to Play; or like the Epicure i in the Goſ⸗ 
ht! pel, cvery one ſings a Requiem to his 
py on Soul, Ede, Bibe, Lude: Eat, Drink, 
vn and be Merry. Religion is become no- 
1. thing but a Matter of Title; we have 
s Name, (as was ſaid of. the Church of 
. 8 * „ Sardlis 


4) 


| Sardis) but all is little more than | 

Form of Godlineſs, or a very Vizard of 
Piet y; we are all generally without a- 
ny fear of Evil, every Company carries 
the Face of Carnal Quietneſs, Men up- 
holding one another in their Carelefs- | 


neſs (like the Stones in an Arch. ) 


if we caſt our Eyes abroad upon the | 
Current of the Times, we may ſee Plea- 


fare, Epicuriſme, that mad Mirth which 
Solomon ſpeaks of, yea Atheiſm, (for in 
Truth) many live as it were without 
God in the World (little better then 


Character of this Age, the Gentleman's, 


the Yeoman's, and the Artificer's Cal- | 
ling; tis the Calling of the Blew and 
White Aprons, I wiſh I could not ſay | 


of ſome of the long Robes too. 


As it was a Law in King Abaſueruss 


Court where (as the Story tells. us) they 


drunk Wine out of Bowls to an Exceſs |} 


of height; and as the City of Athene 


they to Pleaſure and Jollity; and as it 
was a Law in that King's Court, That 
A . „„ 


was. wholly given up to Idolatry, fo | 
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David's Fool) abound, and raging like 
the Fits of a Fever: This is the true : 


743” 


no Man might enter it, being Cloathed 
in Sackcloth, which is a Mourning Gar- 


0 


dure to liſten to that which may inter- 
mit their Careleſsneſs. A Diſcourſe or 
Conference of Religion daſhes all, and 
- & ſeemeth as unwellcome, as is the very 
now in Summer. A Sermon of Re- 
1 | pentance is the very Burthen of the 
1 |} Lord; either welike Felix, are not at Lei- 
CE fure to hear it, or we make Mowes and 
n | Jeſt with our Mouths, as the Drunkard 
© who made Songs upon David, or as 
© old Lot to his prophane Sons in Law ; 
„ we ſeem to many, as though we did 
. mock, Laughing at Sin and Religion 
d too? Preach we what we will, you 
7 


will lay to your ſelves, No evil ſhall 


come upon WS in our Days. Thus like 
8 the Deaf Adder we ſtop our Ears, and 
Y & tho the Lord ring many alarms to awak- 


sen us out ofthe Bed of Security, yet we 


5 || reſolve (like the Strumpet in Solomon) 
to take our fill, and determine (with the 
it People in Jeremiah s time) to do what - 


it | focver thing goeth out of our Mouth. 
0 Thus ! is — — or rather Sith 
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ment, ſo now adays, Men cannot en- 
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_ nefs of the preſent Times: and; though | 
Lam fatisfied, that ſome have more care . 
than the multitude, yet tis certain the 
five wiſer-Virgins- ſhamber'd and flept 
white the Bridegroom tarried long, as 
well as the five Fooliſh. 0 
Seeing this is a matter. which con⸗ 
cerns all, as well they that bear the 
Sword of Juſtice, as they that ſtand be- 
bind their Mills ; I pray let it be Enter- 
' tained by all: Let us rouſe up our ſelves, | 
and not cry with the Sluggard in the i. 
Proverbs,Tet a little fleep, a little ſlumber, | 
4 little folding of the hands to Sleep, Pra. 
6. 10. But let us make haſte to bind 
our {elves to the Lord in a perpetual Co- 
venant that (hall never be forgotten: 
with David let us tie our ſelves by a ho- 
Ty, vow to caſt away this Hardened, Bru- 
tilh, preſuming careleſneſs, as it were a | 
menſtruous Cloth. Otherwiſe. unleſs þ 
we do even ſtrive againſt this bewitch- 
 ingevibout.of Haag, aye ſnal be hard- 
ned, with che Degeittalueks: Of Zin, gi- 
___F&l.yptoreprobate Minds and ſtrong/ 
-  Exufons, we ({ball;.freeze upon our 
Dres, and mov=.the Cod of Heaven to 
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7 
ive us over, with that a Doom, | 


c ie that is filthy, let. him be filthy fall, 
je Rev. 22. II. and with that of Solomon, 
5 Becauſe I have called and ye re fuſed, I have 


4 retched forth my Hand, and no Man re- 
Sarded me, I alſo will [avg h at their Ca- 
rig. [ will mock when 7. mo oe 
, Prov. 1. 34, 26: - * 


How near theſe threatnings are to Exe- 
cution, ve. may conſider by ſeeing almoſt 
Hall Chri endom mourn with the dark pur- 


A 
* 
be, 
85 


5 ruin of many thouſands of Men's Lives, 
and thouſands of Souls too, thar fall in 2 
2 tual. * 


n 


are the. moſt. uncharitable, moſt Obdurate 
Dreatures in the World: Wiabę s Stone 1s 
; not fit to be our Emblem, for. that 87 5 


-ould Sweat Tears: Wes 
than that which. Aleſesfſtruc "I e 


Ren 5... 
The, Son of God did. eat and pray, 


. an cry, and;thed. z a. Torrent. of Blood and 
1 Water, auch ſuffer Death for Sin. If then 


O or indeed of aur {elyes, w We. r would now: 


. rranſ- | 


ple of it's. Blood, and plagu'd with the 


If this be not an ; object for 0 our tears, we- 


rod of God cannor..make weep ; we ate 
4 ext degree to "Lucifer himſelf, for only 
Hell is ſure at caſe to ſec its Company en 


here 35 in us, any Love of that our Jelis,, | 
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ktanſplant the Agonies, and make theme 
ours, and ſweat out a few drops of Sorrow 


'only can make us happy in this and the o- 


to bis Majeſty : for ſure it mult be a great 


of the Living GOD, and the Immortal 


Riches ? So many Belſhazzar*'s or Sons. of 
Belial with their Carouſing Cups and mark 
of Drunkatds, boaſting, that they hav 
devour d as much Ale and Wine, quant un 


77 F 
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to cure us of thoſe Fevers of our Sins, whichſtel 


ther World, For bleffed are they that mourn, 
for they ſhall be comforted. The Duty en- 
joined is Mourning, and the Comfort pro- 
miſed both preſent and future. Blefed are 
they that mourn, viz. for Sin, becauſe it i 
Sin, a Breach of Go#'s will, and an Offenceſf 


Grief and matter of Sorrow to every pious 
Soul, who hath any eſteem for the Honour| 


Souls of Men to ſee Iniquity become im- 
udent, and Sin triumphant. To ſee the 
Law forſaken, the Covenant broken, rheſ;* 
true and Evangelical Worftip of God ne. 
glected; the Sabbath prophaned, and the 


walk with ſtretched out Necks, prid- 
ing themlelves in tlieir Beauty: So manyſfas 
vain glorious Hans, calling for their 
Friends to tell of the multitude of they 


W. 


tia hibebat, as would refrefh the Sorrow 
ty Languiſhing Priſoners; or thai 


they have Our-feaſted Antbom ot Cleop- 
ET, 27 - - Wal 


— 
, 4 


vith their Eyes full of Adultery; ſe ma- 
by Cain's with Hands polluted with 11no- 
ent Blood, full Fraught with Malice and 
Revenge. So many Anantias's and Sapphi- 


ng; To hear God's Sacred Name prophan- 
pd by execrable Oaths: Alas! that ve cannot 
zaſs the Streets, but we hear Children that 


and the Elder ſort never think they have ſpo- 
ken well, till they have (worn luſtily. The 


D 7 : And it was the Iniquity of the time 
- n P 
im complain, Vos is me that I am conflrain- 


nyſas it diſcovereth it ſelf in the Calamities, 
{which by the Juſtice of God, it brings up- 


AA wil deny; Repentance being of abſolute 
yell heceffity to Salvation, Except ye Whent, ye 


Fo the Mother of that true Repentance, which 


at 
2 
7 


Godly forrow worketh-Regentance to Salvation. 
a5 | 


a's Luxury. To ſee ſo many Sichems 


as, guilty of Lying, Diſſembling and Cheat- 


Have ſcarce learned toſpeak,learn'd to fwear : 
Bike prophane Practices, it was, that vexed 
the righteons Soul of Lot from Day to 
ace where David Lived, that made 
d to dwell with Mefech, and to haus my ha- 
tation among the Texts of Cedar, Pf. 120.5. 

herefore, Bleſſed are they that moury, viz. 


rf, For their own Sins. Secondly, For 
the Sins of others. And Thirdly, Fer Sig 


on the times. For the firſt, That our own 
Sins are to be mourned for, ſurely none 


foal all likewiſe periſh, Luke 13. 3. Tis 


is not to be Repented of, 2 Cor. 7. 10. 
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Il we caſt our Eyes into the Book of God 
we ſhall there find a whole Catalogue of e- 
Godly Men mourning grievouſly, and la 
menting pitiouſſy for their Sins. Ther 
we ſhall find David fainting, and waterin 
his Couch with his Tears, Pf. 6. 6. Hexe 
kiah Chattering like a Crane, and faying, ſha 
lid mourn as a Dove, my Eyes fail with loobſint. 
ing upwards, O Lord, Iſa. 38. 14. Ezra upſpnc 
on his Knees in heavineſs, Ez. 9. 5. Fo 
abhoring h1mſelfin Duſt and Aſhes, Fob 42$0r 
6. Daniel ſforrowfully conteſting his SingÞn 
and ſeeking. the Lord by Prayer, Dan. gſſcl 
Manaſſeb humbling himſelf greatly, 2 Chrſter 
33. 12. St. Peter weeping bitterly, MatÞt 
26. 75... Mary Magdalene waſhing Chriſt arne 
Feet with her Tears, and wiping themÞ0! 
with the hair of her Head, Luke 7. 33: 
And St. Paul crying out, O wretched Nane 
that Tam ! Ro. 7. 24. Who would noiſbe 
- wiſh to be one His Bleſſed Company, fon 
if they mourned and went to Heaven in n 
Vail of Tears, how can we expect a Cal 
mer paſſage * And know we this for a cer- 
tainty, that the Comforts of the Goſpel} 
which are treaſured up in the holy Jeſiis 
appettain only to ſuch, not. to them tha 
are at eaſe in Zion, but to them that Mournſ le 
in Zion: The Spirit of Heavineſs goes be- 
fore the Garment of Gladneſs; And there 
1s. no Reaping in Joy without * it 

1285 e od 
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00d - 0 c VV ; 1 
e offcars, . 120. 5. This kind of moury- 
| lag is necetfary for all kinds and forts of 
her$ins, viz. 1. For our Original Deprayed- ; 
ringþets, and Proneneſs of our Carnal part to = 
ee Evil, that ſtain that we were born with, 9 
g, hat Engagement to death that we brought f 
oopflato the World with us. 2. The actual 
nd habitual Sins of our unregenerate Life, : I 
nd alſo the grofs foul Acts which Men {3 
Sometimes commit; thoſe unkind Stabs * 
and Wounds to our.own Souls; thoſe cruel | 
clf-murderers, whoſe Wages is Death c- 5 
ternal. And 3ly, The many Slips and Falls | 
Hat of our molt regenerate Life; fo that rhis 
iſtamourning for Sin is not one 1ntttall Act of 
xemPSorrow for Sin paſt, but alſo a current, per- 
38 Jmanent State of Humiliation for Sin pre- 
Hayficnt, and through the whole Life never to 
notfibe our dated. Now Grict and Sorrow is 
fornot of any uſe at all, but only in this, and 
in $in Relation to this; God and Nature, they 
Al ſay, madcnothinginvain: Now if it were 
cer not for our Sins, Sorrow would he almoſt 
belllin vain; a certain Sign that this Paſſion 
muſt be imploy'd upon our Sins: Ut proper ; 
hujus tantum ſublationem fit conceſſa, ſaith a £ 
learned Father. For doth a Wife looſe her : 1 
IHusband? why, if fhe grieve to Death, 
will her mourning raiſe him? Is thy Eſtate 
taken from thee? why, thou art ſad upon 
it, but will thy Tearsrecoyer it? But haſt 
ed en Co thou 
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thou ſin'd, and deft thou truly mourn for q, 
it? why, thy Tears do waſh away thy Sinfl h. 
and blot out thine Offence: So that Mourn. F 

ing being every where elſe prepoſterous}; 
and unprofitable, was clearly intended to 23 
be ſpent upon our Sins. If therefore we beſ ,, 
found to chatter with Aezekiab, to faiutſ ga 
with David, upon our Knees with Ezra, 
humbling our ſelves greatly with Maxaſſeh. I o. 
and weeping bitterly with St. Peter, weſk; 
' ſhall alſo be comforted together with them, z, 
when the. Days of refreſhing ſhall come fi 
from the Preſence of the Lord; In whoſe4 
Preſence there is fullneſs of Joy, and at ar 
whoſe right Hand there is Pleaſure for Ef fo 
yermore. Therefore, '---: -. 
21y, Or the next Conſideration of Sin is v. 

as it is in others, for the Sins of others are 0 
4 great Cauſe of Mourning to every good 
Chriſtian. Samuel mourned for Saul: Da. 
_ vid's Eyes guſned out with Water, becauſe 
Men kept not the Law: | Ezra Rent hig a 
<Cloaths, and pluck't of the Hairs of hip; 
Head and Beard when he heard of the 14 
Peoples Sin in mixing the Holy Secd with] Se 
the People of the Land: The Soul of Fer:$ a | 
mah wept in ſecret for the Pride of tha ag 
rimes: Lot vexed his Righteous Soul in ſee of 

lng and hearing the unlawtul Deeds of the co 
Sodomites: Paul's Spirit was ſtirred in hin; 
o ſee the City of Athens — in. 

dolatry 


4 1 | 

Orff dolatry : The Bleſſed Jeſus mourn'd for the 
Inf hardneſs of Men's Hearts, and wept over 
ral Feruſalem, ſaying, O Jeruſalem, Jeruſalem, 
UE thou that killeff the Prophbets./ and ſtone ſi them 


toſ that are ſent unto thee : how often would I have 


bel gat hered thy Children together, even as a Hem 
th gathereth ber Chickens under ber wings, and ye 
ral would not? Mat. 23. 37. And again, he wept 

over it, ſaving, If thou badft known, even 
We thou, at leaft in this thy Day, the things which 
my belong unto thy Peace! but now they are hid 
mcy from thine Eyes, Luke 19. 42. Who can per- 
oſeſ ſwadle himſelf to carry the like Chriſtian 


at and Merciful Heart? who doth nor bring 


forth the like Chriſtian Fruit? ſeeing G 


will turn their mou; ning into joy, and will 


odEorrew, Jer. 31.13. And D#vid hath affirm- 
Jed, He that nom goes on his way weepirg, aud 


wich brirgeth forth goed Seed, ſhall doubileſs come 


Is again with joy and bring bis-fheaves with him, 


by Palm 126. 6. Juſt as we behold the poor 
Husband-man going ro and tre with a little 
If Seed, which in a ſcarce Year he throws with 
ea heavy Heart into the Ground. returning 


thaſ again and again from the Field with Songs 


lee ot Joy in his Mouth, when the Harveſt 
the comes to reward his paſt Labours with a 
ung plentiful Crop of Corn: Thus the mourn- 


hath promiſed by the Prophet Jeremiah, 1 


com fort them, and make them vejoice from their 


o ing Soul is like the watered Earth, Jike to. 
me. 8 -- prove 


Tan. 


_ we the more Fruitful by that means. ,, 
There are two main rcaſons, why the Sin] ſ 

of others ſhould thus affect our Souls. 10 
1. Pity to God. 2. Pity to them. I. I u 
Pity to God enforceth it; for what duti- g 
ful reſpect can he carry to God, who can] 7 
hear and ſee God di ſhonoured without any] 
touch? It grieves a Friend to hear the dii-Þ R 
grace of his Friend: The Godly are called , 
the Friends of God; a poor Friendſhip it is | 
if the Heart be not affected with a wrong] p 
done to his Majeſty: eſpecially if we con- 4 
ſider what God we worſhip; not a lewd þ 
t 

e 

y 
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Fupiter, nor a revengful Juno, nor a fierce 
Alars, nor a wanton Venus, nor a thicyviſl 
Mercury, nor a Drunken Bacchus; But an 
innocent Jeſus, a juſt and holy God, whoſe 
Eyes are purer than to behold yanity, he 
hath weigh'd unrighteouſneſs in his Bal. 
lance, and meaſur'd Iniquity by his Rule: 
His Law hath curſed and condemned Sin, 
his Hands have ſmitten and ſcourged Sin; 
| he hath thrown down Angels, plagu'd 
in Men, overturn'd Cities, ruinated Nations x 
and not ſpared his own Son, when he ap- v 
| peared in the ſimilitude of ſinful Fleſh , Hef f. 
* hath drown'd the World with a Flood off 
Pater & he will burn the World with a Flood} d 
of Fire, becauſe of Sin : The Sentence fhallſ d 
Rand unmoveable as long as the Heavens e 
And Earth cedures, tribulation and anguiſ 
= Mb: a up: 


v x a „„ ee —— - 


upon every Soul that continues in Stn; Few 
ang. and Gentile; All Idolaters, Covetous Per- 
Sin] ſons, Thieves and Murderers ſhall one day 
ſee their folly, and feel the price of their 
unrighteous inſectation, in weeping and 
gnaſhing of Teeth; Inowing therefore the 
Terrors of the Lord, we per fmade Men. 
WF 2. Pity toothers requires it: For, whoſe 
Bowels (that hath in him adram of Good- 
þ neſs) doth not ycarn within him? whoſe 
Heart doth not melt? To ſee Legions of 
People that will needs be damin'd, playing 
the Platoniſts to Damnation, and running 
Head- long into eternal Flames; where to 
TC} their unſpeakable woe, they ſhall find it, 
inf experimentally true; who, Alas! can dwelt 
an with everlaſting Burnings? Surely there can 
oleÞ} be no true Religion (let Men talk as much 
hell as they pleaſe of it) where there wants this 
ah Compaſſion and Mourning : St. Panl tells: 
lei us, It ſhall be one of the Plagues of the laſt 
in, times, that Men ſhall be without natural 
my Affection, Rom. r. 31. | | 
ud] *Tis Storied of Xerxes, that when he 
NSF took a view. of his vaſt” Army, which he 
ap-j went to Conquer Greece with, an Army 
Hell ſuch as the Sun never ſaw, and it could 
olf ſearce fee that, which the Hiſtorian ſaith, 
oof did Cxlo minitari tenebras: as it cover'd and. 
all} drank up the Sea, and took up and devour- 
ens ed the Earth; ſo it did ſeem to — 
| - 
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Heaven too. An Army, which conſiſted 
(as ſome reli us) of two Millions of Men, 
When upon this view, he had for a while 


Blond in his happineſs to Command o 


many Nations, and ſuch a powerful Army; 
notwithſtanding, on a ſudden he burſt into 
tears, ox this conſideration, that in one 
hundred Years there ſhould not one ſur- 


vive cf that vaſt Multitude. Thus Ceſar 
wept over the Head of Pompey; Titus over 


the ruins of Feruſalem, and that famous 
Roman Marcellus, when after a long Siege, ne 
entered by Compoſition into the famous 


City Syracuſe, the tears trickled down his 


Cheeks ro ite ſuch a multitude of Inhahi- 
rants led into Captivity. See what affecti- 
on harh dwelt even in tlie Rathen, beget- 
ting Sorrow for the Miſery and Calamities 
_ of their Enemies: A ſhame for Chriſtians 
to behold the daily ruin of a World of 
Souls; numberleſs Troops led Captive by 

the Prince of Darkneſs, to. be referved 
(with him) in everlaſting Chains under 

Darkneſs, unto the Judgment of the great 
Day, and not to mourn for, Condole, nor pi- 
tie their ſad and deplorable State and Con- 
dition in the Bottomleſs Pit; where there 
is not rhe leaſt crany to ſpy light beyond 
thoſe dark Regions, no hope, but they 


arc abandon'd by God, and made the trt- 


mh of his Eternal Vengeance, 
92 „ | And 
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And therefore laſtly, or the third Con- 
ſideration of Sin is, as it diſcovereth it felt 
in thoſe Calamities, which by the juſtice 


of God it brings upon the Times, for 


this all that believe the Communion of 
Saints ought to weep and mourn, all Faces 
muſt gather Blackneſs; but more eſpecially, 
Let the Prieft, the Mi niſters of the Lord weep 
between the Porch and the Altar, and let 


them ſoy, Spare t hy People, O Lord, and give 


not thy Heritage to Reproxch, Joel 2. 17. Tis 
God's gracious Compellation to all by the 
Prophet Iſaiah, Come my People enter thou in- 
to thy Chambers, and ſhut thy Doors about 
thee, hide thy ſelf as it were for a little Mo- 

until the Indig nation be overpaſt, Iſ. 26. 


ent | 
20. Thus was David mov'd when he ſaw 


multitudes ſwept a way with the Peſt ileuce: 
Jeremiab wiſh'd his Head full of Waters, 


and his Eyes a Fountain of Tears, that he 


might weep Day and Night for the ſlam. 


of the People, Fer. 9, 1. Ler his Book of 
Lamentation be a living Teſtimony of 


Grief tor Common Miferies : Nehemiab fat 
and weptand. mourned certain Days, when 
he heard of the great Affliction and Re- 
proach of his Country- men, che remainder 
of the great Captivity. It argueth a deſpe- 
rate Caſe, when Men are not humbled by 


Afflictions; Thou haßt ſinitten them, but they; 
bave not ſorrowed, t hau haſt conſumed then, 


but 
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Pit they have refuſed to receive Correction, ſaid 
the Prophet of the forlorn Fews, Jer. 2. 
30. Although a Man have no cauſe of de- 
jectton, in regard of any perfonal griey- 
ance, yet the Miſeries of others are a ſuffici- 
ent motive for that cauſe : Aehemiah,tho? 


he himſelf was well enough, being the 


King's Butler, and in great favour with 


him, profeſt that he could not be merry, 
o long as he heard of the hard eſtate of bis 


Country- men: And although Moſes lived 
t caſe in Pheraob's Court, yet ſtill his Mind 
was upon the burden of the Iſraelrtes, and 
had no reſt in himſelf until he went ro 
viſit his Brethren, | 
All that Lhave ſaid, ovght to put us up- 
on a ſerious confideration of the mournful 
ſtare, and the ſad and lamentable Condi- 
Hon of Europe, vow lying Mangl'd and 
Galh'd in its own Wounds, and beſmear'd 
in its own Blood, ſtill hearing of nothing 
but Wars, & rumeurs of Wars, as tho' theſe 


| 'werethoſe ſaſt Days ſpoken of by our Savi- | 


our when there ſhould be Sigus in the Sun, & 
ia the Moon. and in the Stars; & upon the 
Earth, diſtrefb of Nations, with perplexi- 


ty, the Sea ard the Waves roaring, Men's 


Hearts failii g them for fear, and for look- 
Tg after tboſe rhings which are coming on 
we Earth, Enke 21. 25, 26. When all 
Bat are E. their Graves ſhall hear the Voice 
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of the Son of Man and ſhall come forthe. 
and all that are alive and remain (as well 


in the Camp as in the Church) ſhall be 
caught up to meet the Lord in the Air, to 
receive their laſt and fatal Doom. Alas! 
that Chriffendom, which thould be Gruma 
pacis, the Boſom of Peace, is Campus Mar- 
tis, the Scat of War, A4celdama, a Field of 


| Blood; the very Slaughter Houſe of dying 
Chriſtians; may it not be the Devil's Har- 


veſt for catching Souls: That in the King- 


dom of the Holy Jeius, where Nation 
fhould no longer riſe againit Nation, nor 
Kingdom againſt Kingdom, nor ſhould. 


they learn War any more, but beat their 
Swords into Ptongh-ſhares, and their Spears 


ſhall dwell with the Lamb, and the Leo- 


pard lie down with the Kid, and the Lion 
hall eat Straw like the Ox, and the Suck- 
ing Child fall play on the Hole of the 
Aſp, and the weaned Child ſhall put his- 
Hand into the Cokatrice Den: When alk 


Ferity and Inhumanity ſhall be laid a- 
fide, and the moſt different Natures, Tem- 
pers apd Inclinations 
ſweereſt Harmony and Agreement : Where- 
as if we look upon our ſelves, there was ne- 


ver more bitterneſs of Spirit, never more 


rancour of Malice, never more heat of Con- 


tention, never more Symptoms of — 


into Prunning-hooks; where the Wolf 


fhall come to the 
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and all Uncharitableneſs, then amongſt | 
thoſe who make Profeſſion of that Faith, , 
which was once, and but once for all deli-J 
h 
I 


yered to the Saints. So that now may 2 
Heathen ſay; Where is their God? And o- 
thers Object, Are thoſe the Diſciples of 
that Peaceable Jeſus ? whole t Legacy to 
us all was Peace aud Love, ratified, con- 
firmed and ſealed upin his own Blood, Sed 
ve huic per quem ſcandalum, Woe be to hini T 
by whom Off-nce cometh. Therefore 
Bleſſed are they that mourn, for they ſhall be {a 
comfarted : J ſhould encourage thoie that] T 
W 
W 


do thus monrn, but the Text does that 
_ ſufficiently, they arc Bleſſed, and they ſhall y 
be Comforted: The Lord we lee bears alte 
ſpecial teſpect to thoſe whoſe Spitirs are "2 
YN l of Heavinefs, in the regards I have|;* 
| my Named; for rho' Heaven be his Throne, he 
yet he humbleth bimſelf to behold himſth 
1 that is poor and of a Contrite Heart. Them 
i Seat of the Lord is full of Glory, andlan 
| from rhence he beholdeth al rhe Earth re, 
= but his mere ſpectal Ev is ro the ttembling th 
and bruiſe Soul, the 440vrnmng Spirit is 
to hi n the mot olcat -g5-criftce. For thus 
ſaith the = and One that inh tbiteth Eter-[* 


YN mity, wiſe Name is holy: well in the highgdo 

2 and loly Place; with hi hat 1507 acontriteÞthe 

[I and humble Spirit . to reit Siet of the Th 
*, bumble, and to revive the Fieacts, the contrite 
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ones, I. 7 15. The Lord 1 a bittls 


(aich David) in which he puts the Tears of 
the humbled, not one of them falleth to the 


Ground without bis Notice, *Tis true God 
hath a general Providence over all, Thou 
Lord ſhalt fave both Man and Beaſt, hut 
the ſobbing, ſighing and groaning Flearts 
are his chiefeſt Treaſure, and the Sower 
in Tears ſhall reap in Joy. 


in the times of common Miſeries, the 
Lord makech ſpecial Proviſion for the 


ſafety and comfort of all that mourn. 
Thus, when the Six Angels (like Men) 
were come forth againſt Jeruſalem, 
with every one a Weapon in his Hand 
to deſtroy it: Firſt, There was a courſe 
taken, to ſet a Mark upon their Fore- 
heads which did mourn and cry for all 


| 
; 
7 
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umlthe Abominations that were done in the 
Theſtaidſt thereof. The Sword of Venge- 
audſance was not drawn forth to the Slaugh- 
ch nter, till particular Order was taken for #; 


"y their ſafety, Ezek. 9 Lot was in 
a ; {continual Sorrow he the Sins of Sodom, 5 
te- and we ſec the deſtroying Angel could = 
piziſdo nothing, till he was come to Zoar, | 


tritgfthe Place appointed for his Refuge. 


f i Thus are thoſe bleſſed Mourners hidden * 
tritt in if: 


o % 


. 
in the Day of Slaughter, and if it hap- 
pen that they are (wept away with com- 
mon Calamities; yet precious in the 

ſight of the Lord is the Death of fuch 
Saints: which was the occaſion of Ba- 


lasau's Wiſh, O let me die the Death of 


the Righteons, and let my laſt end be like 
bis, Numb. 23. 10. 3 
God hath tied himſelf by a Promiſe 
to afford to all ſuch a gracious Plenty of 
inward Refreſhment. Bleſſed are the 
Poor in Spirit ; for theirs, or of them, 
is the Kingdom of Heaven: Blefled are 
they that Mourn ; for they ſhall be 
Comforted. The Goſpel is truly ſaid 
to be Tidings of great Joy; yet the 


Sweetneſs appertains only to thoſe that 


| Mourn, for fo ſaith Chriſt by the Pro- 
phet Iſaiab: The Spirit of the Lord is 
upon me, he hath ſent me to Preach 
glad Tidings to th2 Poor, to bind up 
the broken hearted,” to comfort all that 
© mourn, Iſaiah 6. 1, 2. Thoſe he will 
fill with good Things, their Souls ſhall 
be ſatisfied as with Marrow and Fatnels, 
while their Tongues do praiſe him with 
joytull Lips; they ſhall have the — 
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Inheritance incorruptible, 


( 23) | 


| of Conſolation, a bleſſed Witneſs in 


their Boſoms, tbat they are the Chil- 
dren of God: And if Children, then 
Heirs, and Coheirs with Chriſt of an 
undefilied, 
and that fadeth not away, reſerved in 
Heaven for them ; and which they 
ſhall perfectly and eternally enjoy, 


when Chriſt ſhall appear to wipe all 


Tears from their Eyes; when they ſhall 


hear that blefled Sentence: of Abſoluti- 
on pronounced, Come ye bleſſed of my 


Father, inherit a Kingdom prepared for 


you from the Foundation of the World. 


You who have followed me in my 


Temptation, you who have not been 


diſcouraged by the meanneſs of my firſt 
Appearance, ſhall ever be with me, 
live with me, and never be ſeperated 
from me more: Tis in vain for me 
to go about to expreſs that Glory and 


rr E nr 


vill Comfort, which neither Eye hath ſeen,” 
nalll nor Ear heard, nor yet hath entered in- 
cſ;, 1-40 the Heart of Man: We can think a 


vichl great deal more than we can ſpeak, but # 
ir we ſhall then feel what we cannot now | ; | 
off concei ve; when every Face ſhall ſhine f 
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3, every Eye ſhall 
; Every Heart ſhall o- 
Sladneſs, every Mouth 
e fille with Hallalujah, and the 
te Quire ſhall ſing together the new. 
the Song of ofes,” and of the 
IE * in the midſt of ys: in the 
FE Heavens for evermore. 33 
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